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1. Look around. Those are your tax 

dollars at work. 
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Percent of State Revenue from Federal Sources, FY 2013 



2. You pay the federal  

government’s bills. 









3. It’s 2016.  

Do you know where  

your taxes are? 





U.S. Average Tax Receipt 
$12,922 Average Tax Paid 

$3,505 for Pentagon and related 

• $759 for military personnel 

• $88 for nuclear weapons 

$1,537 for Medicaid 

$756 for veterans’ benefits 

$389 for SNAP (food stamps) 

$329 for Education 

$83 for TANF (welfare) 

$47 for CHIP (children’s health insurance) 

$43 for Diplomatic and consular programs 

$34 for Federal Prison System 

$11 for Energy efficiency and renewable energy 



4. You might pay a higher tax rate 

than Warren Buffett. 



Source: sirenmedia via Flickr 

The Buffett Rule: 

No household making over 

$1 million annually should 

pay a smaller share of 

their income in taxes than 

middle class families pay. 

https://flic.kr/p/7N6AwS


Corporate Tax Dodgers 

Bank of America 

Citigroup 

Source: Americans for Tax Fairness,  

Corporate Tax Dodgers 2013 Report  

http://www.americansfortaxfairness.org/files/Corporate-Tax-Dodgers-Report-Final.pdf
http://www.americansfortaxfairness.org/files/Corporate-Tax-Dodgers-Report-Final.pdf
http://www.americansfortaxfairness.org/files/Corporate-Tax-Dodgers-Report-Final.pdf


5. Our tax code is full of tax breaks. 



Source: Jubilee USA Network 







Tax Breaks for Individuals Cost to U.S. 

Treasury in 2013 

Share of Benefits 

Going to Top 1% 

Exclusion of Employer-

Sponsored Health Care 

$191 Billion 2% 

Special Rate on Capital 

Gains and Dividends 

$97 Billion 68% 

Exclusion of Employer-

Sponsored Retirement 

Plans 

$91 Billion 14% 

Deduction of Home 

Mortgage Interest 

$71 Billion 15% 

Deduction of Charitable 

Contributions 

$50 Billion 38% 



6. Some tax breaks go to working 

families. 



Earned Income Tax Credit:  
$64 Billion in 2012 



Child Tax Credit:  
$28 Billion in 2012 



7. Tax breaks are often inefficient. 









The U.S. had 

the fourth lowest 

taxes of the 

OECD countries 

– only Mexico, 

Chile and Korea 

had lower taxes 

. 

Citizens for Tax Justice 
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